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Another Jesus

An Open Letter to the Seekers of Iran—Where Every Path Diverges from the
OneWho Saves

Theophilus

One Jesus, Many Counterfeits

This letter iswritten for the people of Iran—and for anyonewho has been handed Jesus
second-hand. You have heard of him. Your Quran names himmore often than it names
Muhammad. Your poets reach for him. Your history brushed against him when wise
men rode west from the Persian plateau to kneel before a newborn King. But between
you and him stand many voices, each claiming to tell you who he really is: a prophet
who camebeforeMuhammad, a lieutenantwhowill onedaypraybehind theMahdi, one
Manifestation among many in a chain that ends elsewhere. This letter makes a single
claim and stakes everything on it: those voices, however sincere, describe another Jesus
—and the real one is greater than anything they have permitted you to imagine.

Second Corinthians 11:4 · For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus,
whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have
not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well
bear with him.

Paulwrote thatwarning around the year 55—six centuries before theQuran, twelve
and a half centuries before the Báb declared himself in Shiraz. The counterfeit he feared
was not a Jesus denied but a Jesus edited: honored with the lips, relocated in the story,
stripped of the one thing that saves. Every system this letter examines performs that
same edit. Each keeps the name andmoves theman.
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The plumb line

A builder settles a dispute about a wall with a plumb line, not with a vote. This letter’s
plumb line is the Bible — and not arbitrarily. It is older than every claimant we will
meet: Zoroaster left no word about Jesus; the Quran arrived six hundred years after the
eyewitnesses were in their graves; Baha’u’llah wrote from an Ottoman prison eighteen
centuries after the empty tomb. Every later system is forced to position itself relative to
this Book — confirming it, absorbing it, or accusing it. The Book, however, positioned
itself first, and sealed itself:

Deuteronomy 4:2 · Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you,
neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the command-
ments of the LORD your Godwhich I command you.

Isaiah 40:8 · The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our
God shall stand for ever.

TheTorah forbids addition. The prophets declare permanence. And the apostles seal
the gospel against every future revision — take careful note of who is named as the po-
tential reviser:

Galatians 1:8 · But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be ac-
cursed.

An angel from heaven. Hold those four words. Before this letter is over we will meet
an angel in a cave near Mecca, and you will decide for yourself whether Paul’s warning
was abstract.

One test, applied to every claimant

The Bible does not leave us to weigh these systems by taste or heritage. It gives one test,
stated so sharply that no diplomacy can soften it:

First John 2:22-23 ·Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is theChrist?
He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth
the Son, the same hath not the Father: but he that acknowledgeth the Son
hath the Father also.
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Not ”he that curses Jesus.”Not ”he that ignores Jesus.”He that denies the Son—while
possibly praising the prophet. By the Bible’s own category, a theology that reveres Jesus
as messenger yet denies his Sonship is not a partial Christianity or a cousin faith. It is
the specific error the apostles named in advance and told us to expect.

In the chapters that follow, we will hold each voice to that plumb line: the Islam of
theQuran, the Imamate of the Shia, the ancient prophet of Persia, and the twomen from
Shiraz and Tehran whose followers still suffer for them. We will read what each says
about Jesus, set it beside what the Book that preceded them all says, and mark exactly
where the walls lean. Then—because an argument can clear the ground but only a per-
son can meet you on it — this letter will end not with a syllogism but with a testimony,
and an open door.

One thing this letter is not. It is not contempt for Iran. It iswritten in love for apeople
whoseGod-hunger is famous among thenations,whose ownstate statistics cannothide
the emptiness of enforced religion, and whose sons and daughters are meeting Jesus in
dreams at a rate the world has rarely seen. The sharpness ahead is the sharpness of a
surgeon’s knife, not a soldier’s sword. A surgeon cuts only because he intends to heal.

The DemotionMove

Set the systems sideby side andone identical gesture appears in all of them. Islammakes
Jesus a prophet — honored, virgin-born, miracle-working — but a link in a chain that
ends with Muhammad. Twelver Shia eschatology goes further: when Jesus returns, he
prays behind the Hidden Imam, a lieutenant to the Mahdi. The Baha’i Faith makes him
oneManifestation of God in a procession that runs on to the Báb and Baha’u’llah. Mani,
seventeen centuries ago, called himself an apostle of JesusChrist and the promisedCom-
forter— andmade Jesus a predecessor. Four systems, one move: keep Jesus honored, and
demote him from Lord to link.

TheBibledoesnotmerelydisagreewith thedemotion. It isbuilt so that thedemotion
is impossiblewithout tearing thewholeBook apart—beginning at thefirst pageof John:

John 1:1 · In the beginning was theWord, and theWord was with God, and
theWord was God.

John 1:14 · And theWord wasmade flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be-
held his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace
and truth.

Not a creature promoted, but the Creator descended. The letter to the Colossians
leaves no crack for a ”Manifestation” reading:
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Figure0.1: Who camefirst? Every claimant ononeproportional time-axis. TheBiblewas
complete before any of them spoke—and the Avesta, Zoroaster’s book, was notwritten
down until roughly the Quran’s own era.

Colossians 2:9 · For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

All the fulness. Not a reflection of God’s attributes suited to one age — the fulness,
bodily. And Jesus said it of himself, in words no mere prophet could survive uttering.
Whenhe took thedivinenamespokenat theburningbushandwore it openly, hishearers
reached for stones, because they understood exactly what he was claiming:
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John 8:58 · Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abra-
hamwas, I am.

The chain runs the other way

Every demotion system pictures revelation as a relay: each prophet passes the baton for-
ward, and Jesus hands off to someone greater or later. The Bible states the actual direc-
tion of the story in two verses:

Hebrews 1:1-2 · God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom
also hemade the worlds;

Prophets first — then the Son. The prophetic line does not continue past the Son; it
culminates in him, the way a thousand rivers end in one sea. A later claimant who files
Jesus back into the prophet-column has not extended the sequence; he has reversed its
direction. That iswhy there is nobiblical category for aprophet after the Son—but there
is a named category for exactly such a figure, and we have already read it: whosoever
denieth the Son (First John 2:22).

The returning Kingwho bows to no one

The Shia expectation deserves its own moment, because it is the demotion move per-
formedon the secondcoming itself. In thenarrations, Jesusdescends toassist theMahdi,
prays behind him, and serves his kingdom. Now read how the Book that invented the
second coming describes the one who returns:

Revelation 19:16 · And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a namewrit-
ten, KING OF KINGS, AND LORDOF LORDS.

Philippians 2:9-11 ·Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given
himanamewhich is aboveeveryname: That at thenameof Jesuseveryknee
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the
earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

Every knee — in heaven, on earth, under the earth. Scripture has no category for a
man Jesus defers to. It has a category for an end-times figure the world is told to follow
instead of him:
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Matthew 24:24 · For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall shew great signs andwonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect.

And beneath the Mahdi doctrine lies a quieter demotion: the Imamate itself — a
continuing line of infallible, divinely-guided mediators interpreting God to men. The
Bible closed that office permanently:

FirstTimothy2:5 · For there is oneGod, andonemediatorbetweenGodand
men, the man Christ Jesus;

One mediator. Not one prophet among many, not the first of twelve, not one Mani-
festation per age. The word for anointed one—mashiach H4899מָשִׁ͏יחַ —was never a job
title to be reissued each generation; it is a person, and the resurrected Thomas-morning
settled who. When Thomas touched the wounds and said My Lord and my God (John
20:28), Jesus did not correct him. He blessed him. The Quranic Isa would have been ob-
ligated to rebuke that worship as shirk — the unforgivable association. The real Jesus
received it. Between those two responses runs the border between every counterfeit and
the truth.

The Inheritance: Isaac, Not Ishmael

Before any argument about Jesus, there is an earlier fork in the road — and everything
Islamic is built on the wrong branch of it. Islam calls itself the religion of Abraham. The
Kaaba is said to be Abraham’s house, raised with Ishmael. The great feast of sacrifice
remembers Abraham offering his son— and later Islamic tradition names that son Ish-
mael, though the Quran itself never names the son at all (Surah 37), and Islam’s own
greatest early commentator, al-Tabari, weighed his tradition’s sources and concluded
the son was Isaac. The whole claim of Islam to Abraham’s God runs through Abraham’s
firstborn. So go back to the source both faiths claim, and read what God actually said
when Abraham himself pleaded for Ishmael:

Genesis 17:19 · And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed;
and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with
him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.

Genesis 17:20 · And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed
him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve
princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.
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Genesis 17:21 · Butmycovenantwill I establishwith Isaac,whichSarahshall
bear unto thee at this set time in the next year.

Read the twoverseshonestly andnotice thatbothwere fulfilled. Ishmaelwasblessed.
He did father twelve princes. He did become a great nation—no one surveying fourteen
centuries of Islamic civilization can deny that Genesis 17:20 came true to the letter. But
blessing is not covenant. The text draws the line in a single word: Butmy covenant will
I establish with Isaac. A great nation was promised to one son; the everlasting covenant
— the line through which the Redeemer of all nations would come — was fixed to the
other, by name, before either child’s future was visible.

God repeated it so it could not bemistaken:

Genesis 21:12 · And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy
sight because of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah
hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed be
called.

Andwhen the test ofMoriah came— the event Islam’s own feast commemorates—
the Torah names the son three times over, closing every gap:

Genesis 22:2 · And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom
thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a
burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

Thine only son Isaac. The Torah names him three times in one verse. The Quran,
retelling the same scene, names no one. And the later Islamic consensus supplied the
name the text never gave — against its own earliest scholarship. A system that must
supply a name concedes, by the very need, that the text as written dismantles it. There
is no manuscript of the Torah anywhere on earth, in any century, that reads Ishmael at
Moriah.

Why this one verse decides everything downstream

This is not a genealogical quarrel. The covenantwith Isaac is the riverbed inwhich every
later promise flows: Isaac to Jacob, Jacob to Judah (Genesis 49:10), Judah to David, David
to theMessiah. When theNewTestament openswith a genealogy, it is tracing this exact
riverbed to its mouth. Paul states the principle outright:

Romans 9:7 · Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all
children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called.
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Physical descent from Abraham confers no covenant — the covenant runs where
God fixed it. So a religion that reroutes Abraham’s covenant through Ishmael has not
merely made a historical error; it has detached itself from the only channel in which the
promised redemption travels. It stands outside the riverbed, claiming the river.

And here a door opens rather than closes — because the covenant with Isaac was
never for Isaac’s line alone. The versewhere God announces Abraham’s calling sayswhy
the channel exists:

Genesis 18:18 · Seeing thatAbrahamshall surely becomeagreat andmighty
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?

All the nations — Persia included, Ishmael’s children included. The blessing was
always meant to reach them; it simply travels through Isaac, through Judah, through
David, to the Messiah — and from him outward to every family on earth. The tragedy
of the Ishmael claim is not that it seeks Abraham’s God. It is that it seeks him up the
wrong river, and so never arrives at the sea. The sons of Ishmael were never excluded
from redemption. They were only ever excluded from being its channel — and a man
dying of thirst does not need to own the well. He needs to drink from it.

By the Book They Call True

Here is the strangest fact in this whole dispute, and the one your teachers are least eager
for you to sit with: the Quran itself testifies for the Bible. It calls the Torah God’s own reve-
lation, sent downwith guidance and light (Surah 5:44). It calls the Gospel confirmation
and light, and commands the people of the Gospel to judge by what God revealed in it
(Surah 5:46-47). It tells Muhammad himself, in a moment of doubt, to verify the mes-
sage by asking those who read the Book before you (Surah 10:94). And twice it declares the
principle on which everything now turns: none can change the words of God (Surah 6:115;
18:27).

Hold that testimony still for a moment, and now add one hard fact of history that
no scholar of any faith disputes. The Torah and Gospel that existed in Muhammad’s
lifetime are the Torah and Gospel we possess today. The oldest Dead Sea Scrolls were
copied more than seven centuries beforeMuhammad — the youngest of them still five
centuries before him; the great Bible codices— Sinaiticus, Vaticanus—were produced
more than two centuries before him. They sit in museums now, and they read as our
Bibles read. Whatever book the Quran endorsed in the year 610, that is, letter for letter,
the book this letter has been quoting.
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The dilemmawith no exit

Now the trap closes— not a trap we built, but one Islamic theology built for itself. That
endorsed, unchangeable Book says the covenant runs through Isaac, not Ishmael (Gene-
sis 17:21). It says the LORD himself will be pierced andmourned (Zechariah 12:10). It says
the Servant bears our iniquities and is wounded for our transgressions (Isaiah 53:5). It
says theSon isGod’sfinal speech (Hebrews 1:2). Everyoneof those statements contradicts
the Quran. So theMuslim theologian is forced to choose between exactly two positions,
and both destroy his case:

1. If God’s word cannot be corrupted— as the Quran itself insists — then the Bible
stands intact, and the Bible refutes the Quran. The Quran’s own doctrine of scrip-
ture becomes the Bible’s bodyguard.

2. If God’s word can be corrupted after all, then the Quran has sawn off the branch it
sits on: it can claim no protection its predecessors lacked, and its endorsement of
a corruptible book was itself an error— in a text claiming to contain no error.

There is no third position. The standard escape— tahrif, the doctrine that Jews and
Christians corrupted their scriptures—arrives too late to help. Itmust explainwhyGod
commanded Muhammad to verify truth by consulting a corrupted book (Surah 10:94),
why the Quran tells the people of the Gospel to judge by a Gospel that no longer existed
in reliable form (Surah 5:47), and why the physical manuscripts, sealed in desert caves
and imperial libraries centuries before Islam, agree with today’s text against the theory.
The argument for Islam requires the Bible to be reliable exactly long enough to foretell
Muhammad, and corrupted exactly where it contradicts him. No text on earth can be
both, and the samemanuscripts cannot be simultaneously trustworthy in the verses Is-
lam borrows and forged in the verses Islam denies.

Know also that many of Islam’s earliest authorities saw this trap clearly, and chose
the only honest retreat available: from IbnAbbas onward, the early exegetes largely held
that the corruption was of interpretation, not of text — tahrif al-ma’na, the twisting of
meaning by readers, not the alteration of a single written word. The full doctrine of tex-
tual corruption was only systematized four centuries after Muhammad, by Ibn Hazm in
the eleventh century— the wall, in other words, is younger than the religion it defends.
And understandwhat that early position concedes: the text itself stands. But every argu-
ment in this letter is drawn from the text itself— the word Isaac in Genesis 17, the word
pierced in Zechariah 12, the word Son in Psalm 2— not from anyone’s interpretation of
it. The scholars’ retreat surrenders the entire battlefield. If only the meaning was cor-
rupted, then read the uncorrupted words for yourself and the case is over; if the words
were corrupted, the Quran endorsed a forgery. The circle cannot be squared, which is
why it never has been.
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The Torah’s own test, applied by its own rules

It gets sharper. Since Islamaffirms the Torah as truth, Islam is boundby the Torah’s own
rules for testing prophets — rules written down two thousand years before the cave at
Hira:

Deuteronomy 13:1-3 · If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of
dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, And the sign or the wonder
come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods,
which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; Thou shalt not hearken
unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD
yourGod proveth you, to knowwhether ye love the LORDyourGodwith all
your heart and with all your soul.

The test is not whether the sign is impressive. It is whether themessage unsays what
God already revealed. Amessengerwho arrives after the covenantwith Isaac and reroutes
it through Ishmael, after the promise of the pierced Redeemer and denies the piercing,
after the Son and demotes him to servant— that messenger fails the Torah’s test by the
Torah’s own standard, the standard Islamprofesses to accept. You do not need a Christian
argument to reach this verdict. You only need to take the Muslim premise— the Tawrat
is true—and read the Tawrat.

AndtheNewCovenant scriptures,which theQuranalsocalls light, hadalreadynamed
the delivery mechanism to watch for. Muhammad’s entire revelation rests on a solitary
encounter with an angel in a cave — an encounter that, by the account of Islam’s earli-
est biographer, at first terrified himwith the fear that he was possessed. Five and a half
centuries earlier, this was written:

SecondCorinthians 11:14 · And nomarvel; for Satan himself is transformed
into an angel of light.

SecondPeter2:1 · But therewere falseprophets alsoamong thepeople, even
as there shall be false teachersamongyou,whoprivily shall bring indamnable
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon them-
selves swift destruction.

Read that last phrase slowly: denying the Lord that bought them. Of all the marks the
apostle could have chosen to identify the coming counterfeit, he chose the denial of the
purchase— the redemption-price, the cross. Six centuries later a message arose whose
single most famous doctrinal claim about Jesus is precisely that denial: they killed him
not, nor crucified him (Surah 4:157). The warning and the fulfillment fit like a key and its
lock. The next chapter turns that key.
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The Crucifixion Denied

Of everything the Quran says about Jesus, one sentence carriesmoreweight than all the
rest combined: they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to them
(Surah 4:157). Ninety-nine percent of Iran is raised on that sentence. It sounds, at first
hearing, like an honor done to Jesus—God rescuing his prophet from a shameful death.
But watch carefully what the sentence actually removes, and what it makes God do.

The Bible does not treat the crucifixion as an unfortunate ending that a loyal God
would surely prevent. It treats it as the entire point of the story— planned, prophesied,
and priced:

First Corinthians 15:3-4 · For I delivered unto you first of all that which I
also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to
the scriptures:

According to the scriptures— twice. Which scriptures? Not later Christian writings:
theHebrewprophets, theverybooks Islamcalls light. SevencenturiesbeforeRomeraised
its first cross, Isaiah described the Servant:

Isaiah 53:5-6 · But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with
his stripeswearehealed. Allwe like sheephavegone astray;wehave turned
every one to his ownway; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all.

And Zechariah recorded a sentence that should stop every reader cold, because the
speaker is the LORD himself, in the first person:

Zechariah 12:10 · And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they
shall look uponmewhom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him,
as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one
that is in bitterness for his firstborn.

They shall look uponMEwhom they have pierced. Oneverse, and it contains both things
Islam denies at once: that the Redeemer would be pierced, and that the pierced one
is God. Surah 4:157 does not merely contradict a Christian doctrine. It contradicts the
Tawrat and the prophets that the Quran itself certifies as true.
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What the substitution theorymakes God do

The standard Islamic explanation of the crucifixion— that God made someone else ap-
pear to be Jesus and let him die in Jesus’ place— deserves to be examined for what it is:
a claim that God staged history’smost consequential deception. On this theory, God de-
liberately fabricated the visual evidence of a crucifixion, allowed the eyewitnesses to be
honestly mistaken, allowed the disciples to preach the mistake, allowed billions across
sixty generations to build their souls on it — and then, six hundred years later, quietly
issued a correction. The God of the Bible cannot lie (Titus 1:2); the God of Surah 4:157
built a lie into the foundation of world history and called it a rescue. That is not a small
difference of interpretation. It is two different characters wearing one name.

Why the denial is fatal, not cosmetic

Remove the cross and the resurrection, and Christianity does not become a slightly dif-
ferent religion— it becomes nothing. The Bible says so itself, with a bluntness no other
faith dares apply to its own foundation:

First Corinthians 15:14-17 · And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching
vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of
God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he
raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is
not Christ raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in
your sins.

Ye are yet in your sins. That is what is actually at stake. Without the purchase there is
nopardon; the cross is notChristiandecoration, it is the transaction. This is alsowhy the
Baha’i position— alone among Iran’s faiths in affirming that the crucifixion happened
—still ends at the same dead end: it affirms the event but dissolves the resurrection into
metaphor, a ”spiritual” rising. The risen Jesus refuted that theory in advance, in his own
body, to a doubter who demanded physical proof:

John 20:27 · Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold
my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it intomy side: and be not
faithless, but believing.

Woundsyou canput afinger into arenot ametaphor. And the sacrifice thosewounds
sealedwas, by theBible’s arithmetic, unrepeatable andunfollowable—which closes the
door on every ”next Manifestation” and every further dispensation:
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Hebrews 9:26-28 · For then must he often have suffered since the founda-
tion of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed unto men
once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear
the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the sec-
ond time without sin unto salvation.

Onceoffered. AndthenexteventonGod’s calendarafter thecross isnotanewprophet,
a new book, or a new Manifestation— it is he shall appear the second time. Between the
offering and the appearing, heavenhas schedulednothing else. Every voice that fills that
interval with a further revelation is writing in themargin of a closed ledger.

TheWord Buried Under Tradition

If the previous chaptersmeasured Islam’s doctrines, this onemeasures itsmethod—and
here the Bible does something remarkable. It does not merely refute the method; it had
alreadydissected it, six centuries before theQuran, in Jesus’ confrontationwith thePhar-
isees. Read that confrontation with Iran in mind, and it stops being ancient history. It
becomes amirror.

ThePhariseeswerenot pagans. Theywere themost Scripture-saturatedmenof their
age, custodians of the true revelation— and they had buried it alive under a second au-
thority: the oral tradition of the elders, rulings layered on rulings until the commentary
governed the Book. Jesus’ verdict on that machinery is the sharpest sentence he ever
spoke about religion:

Mark 7:8-9 · For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tra-
dition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like
things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment
of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.

Mark 7:13 · Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition,
which ye have delivered: andmany such like things do ye.

Now name Islam’s architecture honestly: Quran, then hadith, then sunna, then four
schools of jurisprudence ruling on everything fromprayer postures to inheritance shares
— tradition layered over tradition, until the jurists govern the revelation. It is the Phar-
isees’ machine, rebuilt at civilizational scale, with one escalation the Pharisees never
dared: where they buried the Scriptures under commentary, Islam declared the Scrip-
tures corrupted and replaced them. The Torah forbade bothmoves in one verse: Ye shall
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not add unto thewordwhich I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it (Deuteron-
omy 4:2).

The ledger instead of the gift

The second Pharisee gear: righteousness as bookkeeping. Six hundred and thirteen com-
mandments elaborated into thousands of rulings, piety as a lifelong audit:

Matthew 23:4 · For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and
lay themonmen’s shoulders; but they themselveswill notmove themwith
one of their fingers.

Five pillars, halal andharam, and scales at the last dayweighing deeds against deeds
— the same architecture, the same audit. Paul, himself a trained Pharisee, wrote the
diagnosis of his own former life, and it fits fourteen centuries of Islamic devotion word
for word:

Romans 10:2-3 · For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness,
and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted
themselves unto the righteousness of God.

The tragedy of the ledger is not that it demands too much. It is that it can never
say finished. The law was given as a schoolmaster to walk us to Christ (Galatians 3:24)
— the ledger-religions keep the student at the schoolmaster’s desk forever and call the
classroom paradise.

Honoring the prophets, refusing their message

Third gear, and the deepest one. The Pharisees decorated the prophets’ tombs while re-
fusing the one every prophet pointed to:

Matthew 23:29 · Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because
ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righ-
teous,

John 5:39-40 · Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come tome, that
ye might have life.
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Islamgarnishes every sepulchre in theBible—Adam,Noah, Abraham,Moses, David,
honoredasprophets, retold asproto-Muslims—whiledeclining theSon their combined
testimony points to. Had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me
(John 5:46). Maximum reverence for thewitnesses; structured refusal of their testimony.
That is not a new religion’s insight. It is the oldest religious failure in the Book, running
its second edition.

The Comforter was not aman fromMecca

Onepropof the Islamic claimbelongs in this chapter, because it is a tradition laiddirectly
on top of a text. Muslims are taught that Jesus foretold Muhammad — the promised
Comforter of John’s Gospel, read as ”Ahmad.” But the verse identifies the Comforter in
its ownwords, and no tradition can outvote a text it endorses:

John 14:26 · But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

Which is the Holy Ghost. Sent in Jesus’ name, to glorify Jesus, recalling Jesus’ words—
descending on the disciples withinweeks, not arriving on a camel six centuries later. To
make this verse foretell Muhammad, onemust delete the clause that defines it.

Words that never need a second edition

And beneath the wholemethod lies its deepest confession, written into the Quran itself:
”IfWe ever abrogate a verse or cause it to be forgotten,We replace it with a better or similar one”
(Surah 2:106; likewise 16:101). This is the doctrine of naskh— Islam’s classical scholars
taught that later verses of the Quran cancel earlier ones, and spent centuries catalogu-
ing which: some counted hundreds abrogated, al-Suyuti about twenty, others five. Sit
with what the doctrine concedes: a revelation that needs replacing with something better
was, by its own account, improvable — from the same book that says none can change
His words (6:115). And the amending never stopped. In Shia Iran, every ordinary believer
is bound in practice to the rulings of a living jurist — taqlid of a marja—whose fatwas
carry the force of God’s will for him; and Khomeini crowned the system in his letter of
January 1988, ruling that the Islamic government ”takes priority over all secondary com-
mandments, even prayer, fasting, and hajj.” Read that twice: the state may suspend
the pillars of the faith itself. A frozen text, and living men with power of attorney over
God.

Now hear the man the Quran itself calls righteous, making the counter-claim no
prophet ever dared:
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Matthew 24:35 · Heaven and earth shall pass away, butmywords shall not
pass away.

No verse of Jesus abrogates another verse of Jesus. No later teaching of his cancels an
earlier one; no council, pope, or jurist holds power of attorney over his commands; his
first sermonandhis last breath teach the same thing. And theBook that carrieshiswords
builds in the opposite safeguard to taqlid: the Bereans were commended for auditing an
apostle against the Scriptures (Acts 17:11), and even an apostle or an angel preaching oth-
erwise falls under the curse (Galatians 1:8). In one system, the scholar judges you by this
year’s ruling; in the gospel, you are commanded to judge the scholar by the unchanging
Book. A godwho improves his own revelation and juristswho suspendhis ownpillars—
or the Son whose words outlast heaven and earth. That is the choice, and it was always
the choice:

Matthew 7:15-16 · Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by
their fruits. Domen gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

The KingdomGatekept

There is a final signature that marks a captured religion, and it is the easiest to see from
inside Iran, because you live under it. Jesus named it in his last public indictment of the
Pharisees:

Matthew23:13 · Butwoe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
shut up the kingdomof heaven againstmen: for ye neither go in yourselves,
neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.

Shutting up the kingdom— controlling the door in both directions. In the first cen-
tury that meant excommunication: the synagogue authorities agreed that anyone con-
fessing Jesus as Messiah would be put out (John 9:22). In the Islamic Republic it means
the law you know better than any outside observer: apostasy from Islam as a capital
offense, citizens registered Muslim from birth regardless of belief, Bahá’ís barred from
universities, converts tried in revolutionary courts, and a census that reports 99.4 per-
cent faithful because unbelief is not a box anyone is permitted to tick. A confident truth
persuades. A captured religion locks the exits—and the lock itself is the confession that
the arguments have failed.

Jesus told his disciples exactly how far the gatekeeping spirit would go, in a sentence
that reads like tomorrow’s news from Tehran:

Darash · Publifye AS

https://darash.publifye.pro/
https://publifye.com/


17

John 16:2 · They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh,
that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.

Will think that he doeth God service. Themenwho hanged Bahá’í teachers, the judges
who sentence house-church Christians, the fathers who disown baptized daughters —
the Bible does not treat them as monsters outside religion. It identifies them as the ma-
ture fruit of a specific kind of religion: zeal running a system in which God’s approval is
earned by guarding a door he never asked anyone to guard. Meanwhile the same system
compasses sea and land in dawah to make one proselyte (Matthew 23:15) — expansion
outward, sealed exits inward. Pressure in one direction only. Grace flows freely in both.

The door nobody guards

Now hear the counter-image, because it is the whole difference between a captured reli-
gionand thekingdomofGod. Against theguardeddoor, anopenone; against theburden,
an invitation that has never once in two thousand years been enforced by a court:

Matthew 11:28 · Come untome, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest.

No tribunalhasever compelledanyone throughthatdoor, becausecompulsionwould
unmake the gift. Andwhatwaits on the other side is preciselywhat a ledger-religion can
never issueandapolice state cannever inspect—the lawrelocated fromthestatutebook
to the heart:

Jeremiah 31:33 · But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their
inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they
shall be my people.

A law written on the heart needs no morality police; a righteousness received as a
gift needs no scales. Thiswas promised in the Tawrat’s own prophetic canon— the new
covenant, announced by Jeremiah as the covenant that would succeed Sinai. Note what
that means for the whole architecture of enforced religion: the God of the Bible him-
self declared the external-enforcementmodel provisional and promised its replacement.
The regimes that execute apostates in his name are not defending his order. They are
defending the scaffolding he scheduled for demolition twenty-six centuries ago.

Your own country is the great modern exhibit of this chapter. Two generations of
maximal enforcement — the state, the schools, the courts, the cameras — and the in-
dependent surveys the government cannot control find barely a third of the population
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still willing to call itself Shia in private, while millions describe themselves as seekers,
as spiritual, as done. Enforcement did not fill the mosques; it emptied the hearts and
taught a nation to associate God with the baton. That is not evidence against God. It is
evidence against the gate — and it is exactly the outcome the Bible predicts when men
build a checkpoint where God built a door.

Judged by Their Own Law

The previous chapter showed that gatekeepingmarks a captured religion. This one goes
further and files formal charges— because the Islamic Republic’s prosecution of Chris-
tians does not merely offend the Bible’s standard. It violates, count by count, every au-
thority the regime itself claims to stand on: its Quran, its constitution, its penal code, its
Imams, and its Persian heritage. Read this as the indictment it is. Each count cites only
the prosecutor’s own documents.

Count one: the Quran forbids the compulsion the regime

practices

Themost famous sentence in the Quran on this subject is Surah 2:256— there is no com-
pulsion in religion. Surah 18:29 goes further: whoeverwills, let himbelieve; andwhoeverwills,
let him disbelieve. Surah 10:99 asks Muhammad directly: wilt thou then compel mankind,
against their will, to believe? —a rhetorical question whose answer the Islamic Republic
answers daily with the wrong word. And search the Quran cover to cover for a worldly
punishment for leaving Islam: there is none. Not one verse. The death penalty for apos-
tasy comes exclusively from thehadith—the tradition layer, compiled generations later.
Whichmeans the regime’sultimate lawagainst converts is aprecise specimenof the very
disease this letter diagnosed earlier: making the word of God of none effect through your tra-
dition (Mark 7:13). The tradition kills what the book it claims to serve leaves free. AMus-
limwho takes theQuran as final authority is bound by his own scripture to release every
prisoner of conscience in Evin.

Count two: theQuranprotects theverychurches theregime

closes

Surah 22:40 lists the houses of worship God himself defends — and lists monasteries,
churches, and synagogues before mosques. Surah 5:82 declares that the nearest in love to
the believers are those who say: we are Christians. Surah 5:47 commands the people of the
Gospel to judge by what God revealed in it—acommand that is legally impossible to obey
in a state where the Persian-language Gospel is treated as contraband and possession
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of Bibles is entered as evidence in security trials. Mark the absurdity carefully, because
it is the sharpest point in this letter: the Islamic Republic criminalizes obedience to
the Quran. The convert reading the Injil is doing what Surah 5:47 instructs; the agent
confiscating it is preventing what the Quran commands; and the court then prosecutes
the obedient party in the name of the disobeyed book.

Count three: theconstitution forbids the interrogationroom

The regime’s own founding document, in its own words. Article 23 of the Constitution
of the Islamic Republic: the investigation of individuals’ beliefs is forbidden, and no one may
be molested or taken to task simply for holding a certain belief. Article 13 recognizes Chris-
tians as a protected minority, free to perform their religious rites and ceremonies. Article 14
commands thatnon-Muslimsbe treatedwith ethical normsand the principles of Islamic jus-
tice and equity—and cites the Quran as its ground; its own proviso excludes only those
who conspire against Islam and the Republic, and no honest court can stretch a family
reading a Gospel over tea into a conspiracy. Now set beside those articles the standard
documented experience of an Iranian convert: arrested for attending a house church,
interrogated for weeks about the content of his beliefs, pressured to sign a recantation,
prosecuted for the belief itself. Every stage of that process is expressly forbidden by the
constitution the judge sits under. The regime does not need a Christian critic; it needs
only a mirror.

Count four: the penal code’s guilty silence

And this is the fact that unmasks the entire system, and few outside Iran’s courtrooms
know it: the Islamic Republic’s codified penal code contains no crime of apostasy.
In four decades of Islamic legislation, the parliament of the Islamic Republic has never
beenwilling towrite ”leaving Islam” into the statute book as an offense. So howare con-
verts convicted? By relabeling. The charges actually filed are acting against national secu-
rity, propaganda against the regime, membership in groups hostile to the state— and, since
the 2021 amendments, deviant activity contradicting Islam. Prayer meetings become se-
curity cells; Gospels become propaganda; house churches become enemy organizations.
Understand what this legal maneuver confesses: the state itself does not believe the re-
ligious charge can survive daylight, so it prosecutes worship under the vocabulary of es-
pionage. A regime that must lie about the name of the crime has already admitted there
is no crime. The Bible has a verdict for courts that do this, and it is older than Cyrus:

Isaiah 10:1 ·Woeunto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and thatwrite
grievousness which they have prescribed;
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Proverbs 17:15 · He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the
just, even they both are abomination to the LORD.

Count five: the regime plays Yazid in its own passion play

Shia Islam’s moral universe is built on one story: Karbala. An innocent minority, led by
Hussein, refusing to give the state’s religion its conscience — and a state power, Yazid,
thatansweredconsciencewith the sword. EveryMuharramthe IslamicRepublicmourns
Hussein in the streets. Then its courts spend the other eleven months prosecuting pow-
erless minorities for refusing the state’s religion. The regime has kept the passion play
and switched roles: it weeps for Hussein and staffs the court of Yazid. Its own most
beloved text convicts it — Imam Ali’s celebrated letter to his governor Malik al-Ashtar,
the epistle Iran’s own jurists cite as the charter of Islamic governance, commands him
to treat every subject as one of two things: your brother in faith, or your equal in creation.
The house-church prisoner is, by Ali’s own taxonomy, at minimum an equal in creation
— and Islam’s earliest biography records Muhammad himself receiving the Christians
of Najran into his own mosque and permitting them to pray there as Christians. The
founder hosted what the Islamic Republic imprisons.

Count six: the heritage of Cyrus, inverted

The regime claims Persia’s glory when convenient — the Cyrus Cylinder is celebrated
in Iranian museums as the world’s first charter of rights. Read what that clay actually
records: Cyrus freed captivepeoples to return to their sanctuaries andworship their own
gods. The Bible, as we saw, goes further — God himself calls Cyrus his anointed (Isaiah
45:1) precisely for opening the cage. The Islamic Republic has thus achieved adistinction
unique in Iranian history: it is the first Persian state to imprison what Cyrus liberated,
standing against its own founding king, its own constitution, its ownQuran, and its own
Imams simultaneously. Persia’s greatness began with an open cage. Its present rulers
should ask why their proudest artifact condemns their daily practice.

Count seven: the sword and the Son

Step back now from the courtroom to the two founders themselves, because every sys-
temflows from its source, and here the springs could not runmore opposite. Jesus never
killed a man and never ordered a killing. When his own disciple drew a blade to defend
him— the most justified sword-stroke in history— he healed the victim and disarmed
his defender:
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Matthew 26:52 · Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his
place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.

When his followers proposed calling down fire on a village that rejected him— the
jihad instinct, verbatim—he rebuked not the villagers but the instinct:

Luke 9:54-56 · And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said,
Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and con-
sume them, even as Elias did? But he turned, and rebuked them, and said,
Ye knownotwhatmanner of spirit ye are of. For the Son ofman is not come
to destroymen’s lives, but to save them. And they went to another village.

And to the governor who could crucify him he explained why no army was coming:
my kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants
fight (John 18:36). Muhammad, by Islam’s ownproud records, led the campaigns of Badr,
Uhud and the Trench, conquered Mecca at the head of an army, ordered the assassi-
nation of the poet Ka’b ibn al-Ashraf (Sahih al-Bukhari records the commission), and
presided over the execution of the surrenderedmen of Banu Qurayza— six to nine hun-
dred by Ibn Ishaq’s count, though someMuslim scholars dispute the scale. One founder
bled for his enemies; the other drew their blood. Now set standing orders beside stand-
ing orders: love your enemies, bless them that curse you (Matthew 5:44); avenge not your-
selves... overcome evil with good (Romans 12:19-21); the weapons of our warfare are not car-
nal (Second Corinthians 10:4) — against kill the polytheists wherever you find them (Surah
9:5), fight those who believe not... until they pay the tax, fully humbled (9:29), fight them until
religion is entirely for Allah (8:39), verses classical commentators like Ibn Kathir read as
standing commands. And set first generation beside first generation: within one year
of Muhammad’s death, Abu Bakr was waging the Ridda wars on tribes that left Islam;
within twenty-five years, Muslims slaughtered Muslims at the Battle of the Camel —
Muhammad’s own widow Aisha leading an army against his son-in-law Ali, thousands
dead; two of the first four caliphs were assassinated by fellowMuslims; and forty-eight
years after the founder died, theMuslim state beheaded his grandson at Karbala. In that
same span, Christianity’s record reads: every apostle martyred or exiled — Peter, Paul
and James by well-attested execution, the rest by early tradition — and in no account,
strong or weak, does any apostle die by a fellow Christian’s hand; for its first three cen-
turies the church as a body waged no war at all, bleeding under persecution without
once revolting. Yes — Christians have shed blood since, and shamefully; the Crusader
and the inquisitor are real. But mark the asymmetry that decides everything: when a
Christian kills, he disobeys his founder; when a jihadist kills, he can quote his. Vi-
olence is apostasy from the Sermon on the Mount and obedience to the sword verses. I
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condemn the Crusades by my own Book — now ask the mullah to condemn the apos-
tasy executions by his. He cannot; his book and his founder stand on the executioner’s
side, and Iran and Iraq buried somewhere between three hundred thousand and a mil-
lion sons, both armies shouting God’s greatness, to prove where the system leads. And
the coherency of Jesus seals it: he did not merely teach enemy-love from a safe pulpit
— he performed his own hardest commandwith nails through his hands: Father, forgive
them; for they know not what they do (Luke 23:34). No gap anywhere between his sermon
and his scars. That is why he could make love the identifying mark of everyone who be-
longs to him — the one credential no sword can counterfeit: by this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another (John 13:35). The Quran calls this man
righteous and his Injil light — and then commands the very thing he called the wrong
spirit. By its ownwitness to Jesus, it is judged by Jesus.

The counsel of a wiser Pharisee

When thefirstChristians stoodbefore ahostile religious court, onemember of that court
— Gamaliel, the most respected jurist of his generation — gave the bench advice that
Iran’s judges have now spent four decades proving true:

Acts 5:38-39 · Andnow I sayunto you, Refrain fromthesemen, and let them
alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: But
if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight
against God.

Weigh the experiment honestly. Nearly five decades of surveillance, raids, confisca-
tions, executions — and the church of Iran has not come to nought; it has become the
fastest-growing in the world, multiplying fastest in the very cities where the pressure is
greatest. By Gamaliel’s own test, the case is closed and the verdict is in: the judges of the
Revolutionary Courts are not defending God. They are found even to fight against God—
and losing.

And to the interrogator himself, if one ever reads this: the risen Jesus once stopped
aman exactly like you on the road to Damascus— a zealous agent of the religious state,
warrants in hand, sincerely convinced he did God service. Note the word Jesus chose:

Acts 9:4-5 · And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul,
Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And
the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick
against the pricks.
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Why persecutest thoume. Every convert in your files, he counts as his own body. Every
interrogation, he takes personally. And yet the story did not end in judgment: the perse-
cutor became the apostle, and wrote half the book this letter quotes. That door stands
open for you too—which is, perhaps, themost subversive sentence the Islamic Republic
will ever allow into a courtroom.

Sealed in the Letters

Every argument so far leans on one assumption: that the text we are reading is the text
that was given. The whole Islamic defense collapses to a single counter-claim — your
book was corrupted. This chapter answers it twice: oncewithmanuscripts, and oncewith
something stranger, at the level of the individual letters. Jesus staked a claim about the
Torah’s preservation that is either reckless or true:

Matthew 5:18 · For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

The jot is the smallest Hebrew letter; the tittle is a pen-stroke that distinguishes one
letter from its look-alike. Jesus did not say the Torah’s ideas would survive. He said its
letters would. Test that claim. When the Dead Sea Scrolls emerged from the Qumran
caves— copied a thousand years before the oldest complete HebrewBibles then known,
and centuries before both Christianity’s councils and Islam’s rise — there lay the book
of Isaiah: the same book, the same sixty-six chapters, no rival edition, its differences
from the medieval text overwhelmingly matters of spelling and scribal slips; and a sec-
ond Isaiah scroll from the same caves matches the medieval text almost letter for letter.
Isaiah 53, the chapter Islammostneeds tohavebeenaltered, sits in the great scroll intact,
wounds and all, sealed in a jar two centuries before Jesuswas born—eight centuries be-
fore anyone could have had an Islamic motive to alter anything. The scribal tradition
that carried this text countedwords and letters as a copying control— a carefulness the
Talmud already describes and the Masoretes perfected. The claim of corruption is not
merely undocumented. It is contradicted by every physical witness that exists.

The pattern in the letters themselves

Now the stranger evidence. If the Torah’s letters were transmitted essentially uncor-
rupted, certain things become possible to test that would be meaningless in a garbled
text—because they depend on exact letter positions across thewhole scroll. Take every
letter of the Torah as one unbroken string of 304,805 characters, and read at fixed inter-
vals — every 30th letter, every 636th — the way one reads a lattice. Researchers call
these equidistant letter sequences. Whatever one concludes about them statistically,
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what follows is mechanically checkable by anyone, and this letter invites you to check
it rather than trust it.

Readevery30th letter of theTorahand thewordyiphdehיפדהH6299—Hewill redeem
— appears sixteen times. Where those sixteen land is the finding. Numbers chapter 7
records the consecration of the tabernacle altar: twelve tribal princes, one per day, each
offering described in an identical six-verse liturgy, Judah— the tribe ofMessiah—first.
Twelve of the sixteenoccurrences landoneoneachof the twelve tribal offerings, in order,
without exception: a redemption-stamp on every tribe’s consecration day. The remain-
ing four frame redemption’s story arc across the whole Pentateuch: Lot rescued from
Sodom (Genesis 19:3), Jacob’s household descending into Egypt (Genesis 46:26), Joseph’s
line preserved (Genesis 50:23), and Moses’ warning lest Israel forget the LORD thy God,
which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage (Deuteronomy
8:14). When a blind computer sweep ranked all fifteen thousandHebrew lemmas at that
interval with no human choosing theword,He will redeem stood third from the top. And
on Judah’s own day the lattice carries, at other intervals, they shall anoint, enthroning, he
will believe, you shall praise—coronation vocabulary on theMessianic tribe’s offering.

Or take theword geullahגאלהH1353— redemption, the Torah’s technical term for buy-
ingbackwhatwas lost. Read every 636th letter and it appears seven times, and the seven
span all five books of the Torah—nobookmissing: at God’s promise that in Abraham all
the nations of the earth shall be blessed (Genesis 18:18); inEgyptwhere Joseph’s generation is
bought back from famine (Genesis 47:19); at the institution of the three pilgrimage feasts
(Exodus 23:14); inside the Jubilee statute — the Torah’s own law of land-redemption
(Leviticus 25:34); at the atonement offered for the whole congregation’s sin (Numbers
15:25); andon intoDeuteronomy. Oneword, onefixed interval, and the themeof redemp-
tion threaded through the entire five-book scroll at its own landmark passages, from the
covenantpromise to the Jubilee to theatonement. The samescan runona letter-shuffled
Torah of identical length and letter frequencies finds the word barely at all, and never in
an arc.

What this does and does not prove

Honesty matters more here than victory, so let the claim be exact. Skip-sequences of
short words occur in any long text; counting hits proves nothing by itself, and this letter
makes no numerological claims. What is remarkable—what you should go and look at
with your own eyes— is placement: that the redemption-words fall on the redemption-
passages; that twelve stamps fall on twelve tribal altars beginning with Judah; that the
arc runs coherently across all five books through one fixed interval. Placement of that
kind is only even possible to observe in a text whose letters have been transmitted with
thefidelity Jesus asserted inMatthew5:18—shift the letters and the lattice dissolves. So
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the evidence cuts one way twice over: if the patterns are design, the Designer signed a
text he preserved; and even if a skeptic calls them chance, the chance is onlymeasurable
because the letters demonstrably did notmove for two and a half thousand years. Either
way, tahrif is dead on arrival — you cannot corrupt a scroll and leave its letter-lattice
intact anymore than you can rearrange amosaic and keep the picture.

Noneof this isofferedasa secretgospelora substitute for theplain text—theTorah’s
surface words are themessage, and they are sufficient. It is offered as a seal on the enve-
lope. Andyouneednot take this letter’sword for anyof it: the search tools, the letter-text
of the Torah, and every finding cited here are open to the public at darash.publifye.pro,
where you can run the same scans yourself, in your ownhome, andwatch every 30th let-
ter of Numbers 7 spell out He will redeem across the twelve tribes of Israel — beginning
with Judah, the tribe of the Lion.

Isaiah 40:8 · The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our
God shall stand for ever.

The Accusations Answered

Every Iranian seeker who reaches for a Bible will be handed, sooner or later, a standard
set of objections — taught in seminary, repeated on state television, photocopied for
Friday sermons. Theydeservebetter than tobewavedaway; theydeserve tobeanswered
one by one, at full strength, and then measured. Here are the six accusations you will
actually hear, and what happens to each under examination.

”The Bible has been corrupted”

This is the load-bearing wall; everything else leans on it. So press it with a detective’s
questions: corrupted by whom? When? Where? Every crime has a scene. By the sev-
enth century the Bible existed in thousands of manuscripts scattered across three con-
tinents, in Greek, Hebrew, Latin, Syriac, Coptic, and Ethiopic, held by rival communities
— Jews andChristians, Byzantines and Persians, orthodox and heretic—who agreed on
almost nothing and policed each other’s texts ferociously. To corrupt ”the Bible,” some-
onewouldhave needed to gather and identically alter all of them, across hostile empires,
in six languages,without one community crying foul andwithout one uncorrupted copy
surviving anywhere. No name, date, or council for this feat has ever been produced, be-
cause it never happened— and the buried manuscripts agree: the Dead Sea Scrolls and
the great codices, sealed away before Islam existed, read as our Bibles read. Now the sharp
edge. There is a scripture in this dispute whose own tradition records a caliph collecting
the variant copies and burning them to enforce a single official text: the Quran, under
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Uthman — a bonfire Islam’s own canonical sources describe. The accusation, it turns
out, was a projection. The book with the documented textual purge points its finger at
the book with the open, unburned, museum-shelf manuscript trail.

”The Bible contradicts itself”

The lists circulate: a number differs betweenKings andChronicles, a name is spelled two
ways, two Gospels order events differently. Grant every item on the list its day in court,
and then notice three things. First, these are copyist-scale variants and perspective dif-
ferences—not one touches a doctrine in dispute between us: not the deity of Christ, not
the crucifixion, not Isaac’s covenant. No one was ever argued out of the cross by a cen-
sus figure in Chronicles. Second, independent eyewitnesses who differ in arrangement
while agreeing in substance are the signature of authentic testimony—any Iranian judge
knows that fourwitnesseswith identicalword-for-word stories have been coached. The
Gospels read like four honestmen at fourwindows; a forgerwould have smoothed them.
Third—and this is the point the accusers dare not touch—the variants are public. Open
any scholarly Bible and the footnotes announce them: ”somemanuscripts read…” Chris-
tianity publishes its seams. A tradition confident in its text prints the evidence against
itself on every page and lets the reader judge. Askwhena state-approvedQuran last foot-
noted theSanaapalimpsest’s variant readings, andyouwill have locatedwhich tradition
fears its ownmanuscripts.

”The Trinity is polytheism— shirk”

The objection assumes Christians worship three gods. No Christian creed has ever said
so; the same creeds that name Father, Son, and Spirit open with we believe in one God.
But do not defend the doctrine from creeds — defend it from the Torah Islam certifies.
The Shema’s word for ”one” (echadאֶחָדH259, Deuteronomy 6:4) is the word used when
man and wife become one flesh (Genesis 2:24) — a unity that contains persons, not a
mathematical point. And the Torah’s God acts in plurality on its own pages, centuries
before any church council:

Genesis 19:24 · Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah
brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;

The LORD, from the LORD. Two subjects, one divine name, one sentence — in the
Tawrat. David heard the same duet:

Psalms 110:1 · (A Psalm of David.) The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at
my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.

Darash · Publifye AS

https://darash.publifye.pro/
https://publifye.com/


27

Whoever finds the Trinity foreign to the Hebrew scriptures has not read the Hebrew
scriptures; the mystery is seeded there from Sodom to the Psalms. And when the Quran
mounts its sharpest challenge here, it asks Jesus whether he told people to take him and
his mother as two gods besides God (Surah 5:116) — a worship no church in history has
ever confessed. It demolishes a door no one lives behind.

”’Son of God’ is blasphemy—God has no consort”

TheQuran asks howGod can have a sonwhen he has no consort (Surah 6:101)—and there
the misfire is visible in the question itself, because it attacks a biological claim the Bible
never makes. Son in Scripture names an eternal relation, not an event: the Word who
was with God and was God from the beginning (John 1:1), begotten, not made. And here
Islam’s position collapses into its own scripture, because theQuran itself gives Jesus two
titles it gives no other prophet in history: the Word of God and a Spirit from him (Surah
4:171). Sit with that. God’s Word — is it created, or eternal? Islamic theology fought a
civil war over that exact question regarding the Quran and settled on eternal, uncreated.
Then the Quran calls Jesus theWord of God— and forbids the conclusion. The premise
is Islam’s own; only the courage to finish the sentence is missing. John finished it six
centuries in advance.

”Muhammad is prophesied in the Bible”

Twotextsareoffered. Thefirst isDeuteronomy18:18—aProphet fromamong their brethren,
like unto thee. Read the verse it echoes: the people had asked for a mediator from among
themselves (Deuteronomy 18:15-16), and ”their brethren” in this book means the tribes
of Israel — the same phrase describes choosing an Israelite king, one from among thy
brethren… thoumayest not set a stranger over thee (Deuteronomy 17:15). An Arabian prophet
is exactly what the wording excludes. And the New Testament names the fulfillment in
public, in Jerusalem, six centuries before Islam could apply:

Acts 3:22 · For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord
your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like untome; him shall ye hear
in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.

The second text is stranger still: Song of Solomon 5:16, where the bride calls her
beloved machamaddim— ”altogether lovely.” It is a plural common adjective in a love
poem, describing a Shulamite girl’s bridegroom, in abook that nevermentions prophecy.
If a passing sound-alike in wedding poetry establishes prophethood, then every text on
earth prophesies everyone. That this is the case’s best evidence is the verdict on the case.
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The Paraclete claim, the third leg, was already answered by the verse itself: the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost (John 14:26).

”Godwould never let his prophet die shamefully”

Themost Iranian of the objections—honor demands rescue. But this assumes the cross
happened to Jesus rather than through him, and the Torah’s own law contains the key
the objectionmisses. Deuteronomy declares a hangedman cursed of God (Deuteronomy
21:23)— and the gospel does not dodge that verse; it detonates it:

Galatians 3:13 · Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a
tree:

The shame was not an accident God failed to prevent. It was the payload. He took
the curse on purpose, in our place, because someone had to carry it and no ledger of good
deeds can. A rescued prophet saves himself; a crucified Son saves you. Islam’s objection,
followed to its root, is that God loves hismessenger toomuch to let him suffer for others
— to which the gospel answers: no, God loves you too much not to. And Shia Islam, of
all traditions, should understand this instantly. Its whole heart is a righteous sufferer at
Karbala whose innocent death is counted redemptive by his lovers. The instinct is cor-
rect — it is the oldest instinct in Scripture, from the ram at Moriah to Isaiah’s Servant.
Islam mourns a redemptive death every year at Ashura while denying the one redemp-
tive death thatwas foretold inwriting, witnessed in history, and vindicated by an empty
tomb. The longing and the answer have been introduced. They need only shake hands.

Six accusations; six examinations; and each one, pressed honestly, turns in the hand
of the accuser — the corruption charge lands on the burned Qurans, the contradiction
charge exposes who hides their variants, the shirk charge dissolves in the Torah’s own
grammar, the consort argument refutes a claim never made, the prophecy texts exclude
the candidate, and the honor objection is answered at Karbala by Shia Islam’s ownheart.
This is why the courtroom, not the argument, is the regime’s preferred venue. The case
was never winnable on the page. And for the corruption charge in particular— thewall
all the others leanon—there is apocket tract built to behandedover in a singlemessage:
TenQuestions No ImamCan Answer, also in Persian: اݿب ࢾࣖاده ༂ੳ؇ى ሏᇧ؇݁ا ۱چۉ ᄊჳ ߑߵݿݷ .ده

The GodWho Spoke to Persia

Before Islam ever reached your plateau, Persia had a prophet of its own— and here this
letter changes tone, because Zoroaster is not another counterfeit of Jesus. He lived per-
haps a thousand years before Bethlehem and taught no doctrine about him at all. What
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Zoroaster represents is something tenderer and more painful: Persia’s original reaching
—anation feeling after one supremeGod, a cosmicwar of truth against the lie, a longed-
for savior, born of a virgin, who would one day renovate the world. Millions of young
Iranians today, weary of the state’s religion, tell pollsters they identify with Zoroaster;
whatever else that is, it is a nation trying to remember something older than its captors.

Here is what almost no one tells them: the God of the Bible answered Persia by name
— the only nation-founding faith on earth to receive such a reply. Isaiah chapter 45
opens with the LORD addressing a Persian emperor personally, a century and a half be-
fore Cyrus was born:

Isaiah 45:1 · Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right
hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins
of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be
shut;

And then, speaking into the heart of Persian religion, the LORD answers its deepest
idea— the two rival principles, light against darkness, locked in eternal balance—with
a correction no Persian ear couldmistake:

Isaiah 45:5-7 · I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside
me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me: That they may know
from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me.
I am the LORD, and there is none else. I form the light, and create darkness:
I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.

I form the light, and create darkness. There are not two eternal powers. Darkness is
not God’s equal opponent; it is his creature, on his leash, already sentenced. This is
the Bible’s only direct engagement with the religion of Iran, and notice its manner: not
mockery but summons— I girded thee, though thou hast not knownme. TheGod Zoroaster
reached toward reached back, held Persia’s emperor by the right hand, and used him to
send the exiles home and rebuild the temple through which the Redeemer would come.
Persia is not a footnote in redemption’s story. Persia is load-bearing.

Thewisemen finished Zoroaster’s journey

And the reaching did not endwith Cyrus. A thousand years after Zoroaster taught Persia
towatch the heavens for the virgin-bornworld-renewer, a star rose—and themenwho
understoodwhat itmeantwere not the scribes of Jerusalembut themagi of the east, the
priestly caste of Persia’s own religion:

Darash · Publifye AS

https://darash.publifye.pro/
https://publifye.com/


30

Matthew 2:1-2 · Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the
daysofHerod theking, behold, therecamewisemen fromtheeast to Jerusalem,
Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star
in the east, and are come to worship him.

Sit withwhat that scenemeans for you. The first Gentiles in history toworship Jesus
Christ were Iranians. They crossed the desert on the strength of their own tradition’s
unfinished longing, found the Saoshyant their books had groped toward, laid Persia’s
treasure at his feet — and went home another way. Zoroastrianism’s expectation was
not wrong; it was early. It was a question, asked in Avestan, whose answer was born in
Bethlehem. The modern Iranian who reaches past the mullahs back to Zoroaster is re-
tracing exactly the road themagiwalked—he has simply stopped halfway. This letter’s
plea is only: finish the journey. Your ancestors did. The star was for you.

But I HaveMet Him

An argument can clear ground, but no onewas ever argued into resurrection life. So here
the letter turns, as promised, from the lecture hall to the witness stand — because the
decisive difference between the real Jesus and every counterfeit examined in these pages
is not, finally, a doctrine. It is that the counterfeits are theories about aman, and theman
himself is alive andmeets people. The demoted Jesus of the systems— the prophet filed
before Muhammad, the lieutenant awaiting the Mahdi, the Manifestation superseded
in Tehran—has one thing in common across all his versions: he never shows up. A link
in a chain has no voice. But the risen Lord does what the systems cannot simulate: he
keeps introducing himself.

He is doing it, right now, in your nation, at a scale the world has rarely seen. Ask
among your ownpeople—quietly, as these thingsmust be asked in Iran—and youwill
find them: the cousin who dreamed of a man in white whose eyes were fire and whose
words were kind; the veiled aunt who woke weeping a name she had never been taught
to love. Iranian believers nownumber in the hundreds of thousands tomillions by every
serious count, the fastest-growing churchonearth, grownunder theharshest gate in the
world — and a striking share of them begin the same way: he came to me before anyone
preached tome. The Shia expectationwaits for a hidden imam in occultation. Meanwhile
the supposedly demoted prophet is appearing to the Mahdi’s own people in their sleep.
Judge for yourself which of the two is hidden and which is present.

John 20:27 · Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold
my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it intomy side: and be not
faithless, but believing.
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The pattern is old: to the doubter, evidence; to the seeker, encounter. He has not
changedmethod.

My ownwitness

I write none of this second-hand. I am a Norwegian, born far from yourmountains, and
I did not inherit this faith as culture — I met the King, and the meeting divided my life
into before and after. I had heard about him for years; then the hearing ended and the
knowing began, as Job said: I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye
seeth thee (Job 42:5). He speaks still — in visions, in dreams, in the long wrestle of sur-
render— and I tell you soberly: the one the systems demoted is the one who came. Not
an angel in a cave with a sword-verse. Not a hidden imam deferred for eleven centuries.
The crucified and risen Son,wounds and all, who says come untome andmeans it in Farsi.

I tell yousoberly: theone the systemsdemoted is theonewhocame. Notanangel ina
cavewith a sword-verse. Not a hidden imamdeferred for eleven centuries. The crucified
and risen Son, wounds and all, who says come unto me andmeans it in Farsi.

What happens when he comes in

If youwant tounderstandwhat the encounter produces—the thing the ledger-religions
promise at the end of the audit and never deliver— it is the new birth Jesus told Nicode-
muswas the one non-negotiable: Yemust be born again (John 3:7). I havewrittenmyown
testimonyof salvationanda full account ofwhat thenewbirthmeans inBornAgain, and
because this letter is for Iran, it exists in your own tongue: دوً؇ره ᄴᄟިّ. Andwhen faith has
come, the risen King’s first command to the believer is baptism — I have laid out that
command and its meaning in Believe and Be Baptized, also in Persian: ّأ݄چڎ و ਜಸ؇ور اஓ஑؇ن
ଫଜًܥ.

None of these books asks you to change civilizations, betray your family, or love Iran
less. The magi went home— to Persia—another way; they returned as who they were,
carrying what they had found. The new birth does not make you aWesterner. It makes
you alive.

The Open Door

Let the whole letter be gathered into a few lines, so you can weigh it at one glance. Is-
lam gives you a Jesus who is a prophet but not the Son, and a cross that never happened
— but the Torah it certifies as unchangeable fixes the covenant to Isaac, foretells the
pierced Redeemer, and disqualifies any messenger who unsays it. The Imamate gives
you twelve mediators and a hidden savior — but there is one mediator, and he is not
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hidden. Zoroaster gives you the question — the virgin-born renewer, the war of light
and darkness—and Isaiah 45 and a Bethlehem star give you the answer your ownmagi
accepted. The Báb and Baha’u’llah give you a Jesus superseded by progress — but the
sacrifice was offered once, and the only event that remains on the calendar is his return.
Every path, examined to its end, performs the same maneuver: it honors Jesus and de-
motes him. And a demoted Jesus is precisely the another Jesus Paul warned of— praised
on every minaret in a sense, and unable to save in every sense, because the saving thing
is the one thing each system removed.

The Bible’s exclusivity is not arrogance; it is arithmetic. If sin is real debt, only pay-
ment cancels it— and only one payment was ever made:

Acts 4:12 · Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given amongmen, whereby wemust be saved.

John 14:6 · Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but byme.

Narrow? Yes— the way a lifeline thrown to a drowning man is narrow. One rope is
not an insult to the ocean.

Thewarning he loved us enough to give

One thingmustbe saidplainlybefore the invitation, becausea letter thathid itwouldnot
be love. Thegentle Jesusof theworld’s imagination isnotquite the Jesusof the record: no
prophet in all of Scripture spoke of hellmore often,more soberly, orwithmore authority
than he did. The counterfeits demoted the Judge, and so their followers never hear the
Judge’s warning in its own voice. Hear it now:

Matthew 10:28 · And fear not themwhich kill the body, but are not able to
kill the soul: but rather fear himwhich is able to destroy both soul and body
in hell.

Notice to whom he said it: people facing persecution— people like you. He named
the regime’s whole power in half a sentence— themwhich kill the body—and dismissed
it as the lesser fear. The interrogator can end your life; he cannot touch your soul. There
is only One whose courtroom matters, and he is not in Tehran. And Jesus located the
danger with terrible precision—not in ritual failures or broken rules, but in one refusal:

John 8:24 · I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye
believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.
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John3:18 ·He thatbelievethonhim isnot condemned: buthe thatbelieveth
not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.

Condemnedalready. The ledger-religions imagine judgment as a futureweighing that
might yet tip either way; Jesus describes a sinking ship onwhich everyone is already go-
ing down, and one rope already thrown. The question is not whether your deeds out-
weigh your debts— they cannot; that is what debtmeans—butwhether you take hold
of the rope. This is why the demotion this letter has traced through every system is not
an academic error. A demoted Jesus is a rope reclassified as decoration. If he is only a
prophet, only a lieutenant, only aManifestation, then no one— no one—is able to save
you from the judgment he himself announced. The stakes of this letter are not cultural.
They are eternal.

What he asks of you

Not a ledger. Not a pilgrimage. Not a war. The entire entrance requirement was spo-
ken in one sentence to a Pharisee who came at night, afraid — a seeker under a hostile
religious state, which perhaps sounds familiar:

John 3:16 · For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
thatwhosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Whosoever believeth. The word covers Tehran and Shiraz and Isfahan and Mashhad.
It covers the Basiji and the prisoner he guards. It covers you. And the burden you have
carried— the audit, the scales, the fear that the ledger will come up short on the day it
is opened—he addressed directly:

Matthew 11:28 · Come untome, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest.

If you want to come, come now, where you sit. He does not require a building; the
whole point of this letter is that the gatekeepers were never his. Speak to him plainly, in
Farsi — he was hearing Farsi when your ancestors knelt in Bethlehem. Tell him: Lord
Jesus, Son of the living God— if you are who this Book says you are, I want the real you, not the
edited one. I believe you died for my sins and rose from the dead. Forgive me. Write your law
on my heart. Come all the way in. A prayer like that, meant, has never once been ignored.
Then find his people— they aremore numerous in your city than you think— and read
his words for yourself; begin with the Gospel of John, slowly, as one reads a letter from
home.
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The last page of the Bible leaves history’s final door standing open, and it is the exact
opposite of every checkpoint you have ever passed:

Revelation 22:17 · And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely.

Freely. No fee, no file, no permission slip, no guardian’s signature. The thirsty drink.
That is the whole of it — and it is the one sentence no captured religion has ever dared
to say.

Come.

The Stone That Refutes the Revision

There exists in the Louvre Museum in Paris a black stone, four feet tall, that the Islamic
doctrine of *tahrif*— the corruption of scripture—has never been able to answer. It is
called the Mesha Stele, discovered in 1868 in the ruins of ancient Dibon in what is now
Jordan. It was carved in the ninth century before Christ: roughly 850 years before Jesus
walked the earth, more than 1,400 years before the prophet Muhammad was born. It
predates the Quran, the New Testament’s final canonization, and every theological ar-
gument about biblical corruption. And it was written not by a Hebrew scribe or a Chris-
tian monk, but by a pagan king who worshipped the god Chemosh and had no reason
whatsoever to confirm the Bible.

Second Kings 3:4-5, WEB · NowMesha king of Moab was a sheep-master;
and he rendered to the king of Israel the wool of one hundred thousand
lambs, and of one hundred thousand rams. But it happened, when Ahab
was dead, that the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel.

The stone says the same. KingMeshadescribes theoppressionofMoabbyOmri, king
of Israel — generations of heavy tribute, thousands of lambs, season after season. Two
documents, written by enemies, recording the same history from opposite sides. That is
not corruption. That is what evidence looks like when it is not scripted by a single hand.

But the most devastating line is one sentence. Carved into the basalt, in Moabite
script, a pagan king wrote this: ”I took the vessels of Yahweh and I dragged them be-
fore Chemosh.” A hostile witness, an enemy of Israel, writing in his own language on his
own victorymonument, used the personal name of Israel’s God— the tetragrammaton,
YHWH.Not a title. Not agenericword fordeity. Thename that Islamic tradition sayswas
a late invention and that the Quran never uses. Nine hundred years before Muhammad,
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a king who had no reason to help the Hebrew scribes carved that name into permanent
stone.

The same stone contains a fragment that scholars read as a reference to the ”house
of David”— the dynasty that Islamic traditionminimizes as a local legend. The Tel Dan
Stele, discovered in northern Israel in 1993, confirms the same dynasty from another en-
emy king. Two separate stones, two hostile witnesses, both confirming that David was
not inventedby later scribesbutwas rememberedby thenations that foughtagainsthim.
Youcannot revise stone. Youcannot edit basalt. Youcannotgoback three thousandyears
and change what an enemy king carved.

Now understand what this stone does to the argument of *tahrif*. The Quran says
the Bible was corrupted by Jews and Christians who altered the text for their own pur-
poses. But this stonewas carved in 850 BC—more than amillenniumbefore theQuran,
eight centuries before Christ. It was carved by a pagan kingwhohad no contactwithHe-
brew scribes, no contact with Christian monks, and no motive to preserve a text he did
not believe in. And yet the names on it match the Bible exactly—Mesha, Omri, the trib-
ute, the house of David, the name Yahweh. How did a pagan king in the ninth century
BC carve the same history as a book that, according to the doctrine of *tahrif*, would
not be corrupted for another thousand years? He was not copying a corrupted text. He
was recording the sameevents theBible records, independently, as ahostilewitness. The
stone existedbefore the corruption couldhavehappened—and it confirmsexactlywhat
the Bible says. If the Bible was corrupted, how did the uncorrupted stone agree with it?

The stone was nearly destroyed. When local Bedouin tribes realized its value, they
built a fire around it, heated it until it glowed, then poured cold water over it — shat-
tering the monument into fragments. They scattered the pieces. But a French scholar
had already pressed wet paper against the inscription, capturing every word before the
destruction. The stonewas pieced back together. It sits in the Louvre today. The pattern
is the same one this letter has traced from the beginning: those who try hardest to bury
the evidence often preserve it longest. The tribes could not erase what was written. The
Quran’s theologians cannot erase what was written before their book existed, by a king
whowanted nothingmore than to humiliate Yahweh.
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