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They Rebelled and Vexed His Holy Spirit

The First Mention: Isaiah 63:10

Isaiah 63:10But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them.

The phrase "holy Spirit" appears only three times in all the Old Testament — in Psalm 51:11 ("thy holy Spirit") and here in Isaiah 63:10 and 11 ("his holy Spirit") — and this is the only one that speaks of grieving Him. The language is visceral. Two Hebrew verbs carry the weight:

mārâ H4784 מָרָה — "they rebelled." Its root meaning is "to be bitter." From the same family comes mar H4751 מַר, "bitter" — as in the bitter waters of Marah (Ex 15:23). To rebel against God's Spirit is, at root, to treat Him as something bitter, something to be resisted rather than received. It is the taste of grumbling in the wilderness, the refusal to trust that what God gives is good.

ʿāṣab H6087 עָצַב — "vexed" / "grieved." The root means "to carve" or "to shape," but in a bad sense, "to wound, to pain, to cause sorrow." The same verb appears in Genesis 6:6: "And it grieved Him at His heart." The pictograph of ʿāṣab H6087 עָצַב is revealing: Ayin (ע) — the Eye, seeing, experiencing; Tsade (צ) — the man on his side, need, a hunt; Bet (ב) — the house, what is inside. Together: what the Eye sees enters the house and creates a hunting, aching need. This is not surface irritation. It is a wound that penetrates.

The consequence is devastating: "Therefore He was turned to be their enemy, and He fought against them." The Spirit who had led them through the sea, fed them with manna, and spoken from Sinai — that same Spirit becomes their adversary. Not because He changed, but because their rebellion and grief forced Him into opposition. He who had been for them became, by their own doing, against them.

The Wilderness Pattern

Isaiah 63:10 sits inside a broader testimony. Psalm 78:40 echoes it: "How oft did they provoke Him in the wilderness, and grieve Him in the desert!" The verb "grieve" there is the same ʿāṣab H6087 עָצַב. The psalmist traces a pattern: Israel saw the Spirit's power at the Red Sea, received His law, ate His bread from heaven — and then, again and again, they grieved Him. Their grief was not a single act but a habit of heart: unbelief murmuring against provision, stubbornness refusing His leading.

Stephen, in his final sermon, names this same dynamic directly: "Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist (antipiptō G496 ἀντιπίπτω) the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye" (Acts 7:51). The word antipiptō means "to fall against" — to collide with, to push back against. It is the posture of an ox kicking against the goad: a self-inflicted wound that hurts the one who resists more than the One resisted.




Grieve Not the Holy Spirit of God

The Seal and the Grief

Ephesians 4:30And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

Paul reaches for lypeō G3076 λυπέω — "to distress, to cause grief, to throw into sorrow" — the very verb the Septuagint uses to render the Hebrew ʿāṣab H6087 עָצַב, "to grieve," the verb of Isaiah 63:10. It is Isaiah's wound carried over into Greek: where the prophet saw Israel grieve the Spirit in the wilderness, Paul sees the same danger in the church. (The Septuagint does render Isaiah 63:10 itself with parōxynan G3947 παρώξυναν, "they provoked"; but the Hebrew verb beneath it is ʿāṣab — the word Paul's lypeō answers to.) In classical Greek, lypeō was used of an army harassing its enemy, of a wound that aches, of a weight that presses down. When Paul says "grieve not," he is not asking for polite avoidance. He is warning against causing the Holy Spirit actual sorrow.

The context makes the command concrete. Ephesians 4 surrounds the prohibition with a catalogue of sins that grieve the Spirit: bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, evil speaking, malice (Eph 4:31). These are not the "big" sins of idolatry or adultery — they are the everyday toxins of community life. The Spirit who seals us is grieved by how we speak to one another, by what we nurse in our hearts toward each other.

Sealed Until Redemption

The command is sandwiched between two immense promises. In Ephesians 1:13-14, Paul says believers "were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest (arrhabōn G728 ἀρραβών) of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession." The Spirit is God's down payment, His pledge that He will finish what He started. And in 2 Corinthians 1:22: "Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts."

The sealing (sphragizō G4972 σφραγίζω) is a mark of ownership and security — like a king's signet pressed into wax, or a seller's seal on a jar of wine to certify its contents and guarantee its quality. The Spirit Himself is both the seal and the seal's guarantee. To grieve Him is to dishonour the very mark that secures us for the day of redemption.

And here is the stunning thing: the sealing is "unto the day of redemption." The grief does not break the seal. The Spirit is grieved, but He does not abandon. The down payment holds. The pledge stands. Paul does not say "lest you lose the seal" — he says "grieve not," precisely because the seal is permanent. The Spirit stays, and because He stays, our sin causes Him ongoing sorrow. His grief is the proof of His faithfulness.




Quench Not, Resist Not

Quench Not

First Thessalonians 5:19Quench not the Spirit.

Three words in Greek: τὸ πνεῦμα μὴ  sbennyte G4570 σβέννυτε. sbennymi G4570 σβέννυμι means "to extinguish" — to put out a fire by cutting off its oxygen, by smothering it, by dousing it. It is what you do to a lamp flame, a campfire, a forge. The image is not of causing pain but of killing something alive.

Where grieving is relational — a wounding of the Spirit's heart — quenching is functional: suppressing His work. The tongue is stilled, the prophetic word is shelved, the prayer is cut short, the conscience is ignored. A fire that should burn is reduced to embers and ash. The Spirit does not cease to be present; He ceases to be manifest. His gifts lie unused, His voice goes unheard, not because He stopped speaking but because the believer stopped listening.

The Spirit of Grace Despised

Hebrews 10:29 names an even more severe category: "done despite unto the Spirit of grace" (enybrizō G1796 ἐνυβρίζω — to insult, to treat with contempt). Where grieving is a sorrow the Spirit feels and quenching is a fire the believer smothers, "despite" is active contempt. It is the deliberate trampling of what is holy, the counting of the Spirit's blood as common. This is not the stumble of a weak believer but the sneer of a hardened heart.

Yet even here, the Spirit is named "the Spirit of grace." Not "the Spirit of judgment," not "the Spirit of wrath" — the Spirit of grace. When He is grieved, He stays. When He is quenched, He smoulders. When He is insulted, grace is what was insulted. The invitation to repentance is issued by the very Person we have wounded.




What It Means to Grieve a Person

The Spirit as a Person, Not a Power

The whole biblical testimony about grieving the Spirit rests on a single, non-negotiable premise: the Holy Spirit is a Person. You cannot grieve an influence. You cannot wound a force. You cannot quench a principle. Only a Person can be saddened, shut out, insulted, resisted.

The Hebrew rûaḥ H7307 רוּחַ means "wind, breath, spirit" — but the verbs used with it reveal personhood. In Isaiah 63:10, the Spirit is grieved (ʿāṣab H6087 עָצַב) and rebelled against (mārâ H4784 מָרָה). In Psalm 78:40, He is provoked. In Nehemiah 9:20, He is given as a teacher. In Ezekiel, He lifts and carries and speaks. The New Testament is even more explicit: He teaches (John 14:26), testifies (John 15:26), guides (John 16:13), speaks (Acts 8:29, 10:19), forbids (Acts 16:6), and intercedes (Rom 8:26). All actions of a Person, not a force.

The Acts of the Apostles gives the sharpest proof of all. When Ananias held back part of the price, Peter said: "...why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost...?" — and immediately after: "thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God" (Acts 5:3-4). One cannot lie to a force; falsehood presumes a person who can be deceived. And in the same breath Peter equates "the Holy Ghost" with "God." The Spirit is not merely a Person — He is God Himself, and sin against Him is a lie told to the very face of God.

This changes everything. If the Spirit were merely a divine current, grieving would be a metaphor — poetic exaggeration. But if He is a Person — if the Spirit is God the Holy Spirit, co-equal with the Father and the Son — then our sin against Him is real, felt, personal. It is not the breaking of a rule but the wounding of a relationship.

Grief and the Heart of God

When God grieves, it means He is not impassible in the way some theologies imagine. The Stoic ideal — a God who cannot feel — is not the God of Scripture. The God who grieves over the flood (Gen 6:6), who is grieved in the wilderness (Ps 78:40), who is grieved at the hardness of men's hearts (Mark 3:5), who is grieved by the sins of His people (Eph 4:30) — this is a God who loves so deeply that He can be hurt. And it is no accident of vocabulary that Mark uses syllypeō G4818 συλλυπέω of Jesus' grief in the synagogue — a compound of the very lypeō G3076 λυπέω Paul uses of grieving the Spirit. The Son who is grieved at hardened hearts and the Spirit who is grieved at His people's sin share one and the same sorrow; the love of the Trinity knows one common wound.

And here is the mystery: His grief is not the grief of frustration, as though we could thwart His purposes. It is the grief of love rejected. The Spirit who seals us does not lose His grip when we wound Him — He feels the wound and stays. The grief of God is not the grief of defeat but of covenant faithfulness. He continues to press, to convict, to intercede, even as we cause Him sorrow.




Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit

The Sin That Is Not Forgiven

Matthew 12:31-32Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.

There is a rung above doing despite to the Spirit of grace. Jesus Himself names it, and the warning is the gravest in all Scripture: one sin that is not forgiven — neither in this world nor in the world to come. Mark renders it more starkly still:

Mark 3:28-29Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: but he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation.

Notice how wide grace is flung open before the exception is named: "all sins," "all blasphemies." There is no sin so great that the cross cannot reach it — save this one alone. Mark calls its danger "eternal" (aiōnios G166 αἰώνιος) — the one peril Scripture marks as without end.

The Ladder

Set the verbs of Scripture side by side, and a ladder appears, rising rung by rung. To resist (antipiptō G496 ἀντιπίπτω) — to push back against the Spirit's leading, as the fathers did (Acts 7:51). To grieve (lypeō G3076 λυπέω) — to wound Him who seals us (Eph 4:30). To quench (sbennymi G4570 σβέννυμι) — to smother His fire (1 Thess 5:19). To do despite (enybrizō G1796 ἐνυβρίζω) — to trample the Spirit of grace underfoot (Heb 10:29). And at the summit: to blaspheme (blasphēmeō G987 βλασφημέω) — the final, hardened rejection that cannot be forgiven. These are not five separate sins but one road that climbs: from resistance, through wounding and smothering and contempt, to the point where the heart can no longer turn back.

What Blasphemy Is

In the context of Matthew, Jesus had just cast out a demon by the Spirit of God, and the Pharisees answered that He did it by Beelzebub, the prince of the devils (Matt 12:24-28). To blaspheme the Spirit, then, is not a hasty word or a dark thought in a weak moment. It is to look the Spirit's unmistakable work full in the face and call it the devil's — to see the light and, with open eyes, name it darkness. It is not a fall but a verdict: a heart that has settled its case against God and bolted the door from the inside.

He Who Fears Has Not Fallen

Here a grieved heart must listen closely. The one who dreads that he has committed this sin has, by that very dread, shown that he has not. For blasphemy against the Spirit is a hardness so complete that it no longer cares — it neither grieves, nor fears, nor longs for home. But the longing, the fear, the sorrow you feel are not the silence of blasphemy; they are the Spirit's own voice still calling. He is convicting you yet — and the one hardened into blasphemy is no longer convicted of anything. David fell deep, but cried, "Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation" (Ps 51:12). That cry is the opposite of blasphemy. So long as you can pray it, the seal is not yet dishonoured to the uttermost; the Spirit is still yours, and the way back stands open.




The Spirit Who Does Not Depart

Could the Spirit Depart?

Psalms 51:11Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.

David's prayer betrays a fear we do not know in the same way: the fear that the Spirit might be taken away. He prays not merely to be spared the grief, but to keep the Spirit Himself. Why? Because David had seen it happen.

First Samuel 16:14But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled him.

Under the old covenant the Spirit came upon prophets, kings, and craftsmen for appointed tasks — and He could depart again. Saul had borne the Spirit of the LORD, and David had watched with his own eyes that same Spirit leave his predecessor. When David fell, this is what he feared: not merely a grieved Spirit, but a Spirit who withdraws.

The New Seal

Here lies the comfort of the new covenant. The believer is no longer a king the Spirit may forsake, but a temple that is sealed. Believers are "sealed with that holy Spirit of promise," and this Spirit is "the earnest (arrhabōn G728 ἀρραβών) of our inheritance until the redemption" (Eph 1:13-14; 4:30). A down payment is not given to be withdrawn; it is God's own guarantee that He will finish what He has begun.

Thus the only three places in the Old Testament that so much as name "holy Spirit" are bound into one arc: in Psalm 51:11 David fears the Spirit may be taken away; in Isaiah 63:10 the Spirit is grieved — and both find their answer in the seal that cannot be broken. The Spirit is grieved, but He stays. The sorrow is not the sorrow of parting, but of faithfulness.

This is why the Christian's sorrow over sin is something other than David's dread. We grieve not as those who fear to lose the Spirit, but as those whose indwelling Guest is wounded and yet does not leave. His abiding presence is the very thing that makes the grief possible — and the very thing that makes repentance safe.




Restoring What Was Grieved

Turn and Be Grieved No More

The command is negative — "grieve not" — but the gospel answer is positive: repentance restores the joy. David understood this. After his sin with Bathsheba, he did not pray "restore the Spirit" (the Spirit had not left) but rather "restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation" (Ps 51:12). The Spirit was still there, but the joy of His presence had been clouded by unconfessed grief.

Paul does not leave us in the negative. Immediately after commanding "grieve not," he gives the positive: "Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you" (Eph 4:32). The remedy for grieving the Spirit is not anxious self-monitoring but active grace toward others. When we forgive as we have been forgiven, we cease to wound the Spirit who sealed us with that same forgiveness.

Walking in the Spirit

But there is a way that is more than the mere avoidance of wounds. Paul calls it walking in the Spirit: "Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh" (Gal 5:16), and "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit" (Gal 5:25). The same Spirit who can be grieved is the One who bears fruit in us — "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance" (Gal 5:22-23). He is not only One who can be wounded, but the Spirit of truth who guides us into all truth (John 16:13), the Comforter who teaches us all things (John 14:26), and the One who intercedes for us with groanings which cannot be uttered (Rom 8:26). To grieve Him not is therefore not a life of fear but of fellowship: the more room we give Him, the less room remains for what wounds Him.

The Spirit is not grieved by our weakness. He is grieved by our resistance. He is not frustrated by our learning — He is quenched by our neglect. The way to honour Him is not to avoid every stumble but to remain soft toward His voice. Confess quickly when you sense the cloud of His grief. Return to the cross where the seal was first applied. The Spirit who sorrows over your sin is the same Spirit who convicts you of it — and He does not convict to condemn but to restore.

The remarkable truth of Scripture is that the Holy Spirit can be grieved — but He cannot be driven away from those He has sealed. His love is stronger than our grief. He waits. He intercedes. He fans the smouldering flax back into flame. The day of redemption is coming, and until then, the Spirit stays. Our part is to stop grieving and start letting Him be what He came to be: the joy of our salvation, the fire of our worship, the seal of our belonging.
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